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February 27, 2021  
 
Dear Ringgold High School Family,  
 
Recent announcements made by representatives of the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education (PDE), related to assessments required by the federal government, have generated 
vigorous discussion and public debate. Unfortunately, it has come to our attention that the information released by 
USDE and the information released by PDE has created confusion around the administration of Keystone Exams at 
Ringgold High School which are scheduled to begin on March 1, 2021.   
 
Last year, Keystone Exams did not occur in the Spring of 2019-2020 because USDE waived federal assessment 
requirements for students attending public schools in Pennsylvania. Despite the waiver, PDE also communicated to 
school districts that all students enrolled in Keystone courses for Algebra I, Biology, and Literature during the 2019-
2020 school year must be provided with the opportunity to participate in Keystone Exams during the 2020-2021 
school year. The upcoming March 2021 administration of Keystone Exams at Ringgold High School, as explained in 
the communication by Principal Minniti on February 19, 2021, serves to provide students with such opportunity and 
ensures that our district complies with USDE and PDE requirements.  
 
Ringgold School District understands that the pandemic has created incredibly challenging circumstances for so 
many of our families, and we regret that high stakes testing during this time may add to the burden felt by our 
community. We acknowledge the exceptionally difficult conditions under which students will be testing, but our 
District is nonetheless compelled to adhere to state and federal mandates.  
 
Regarding the 2020-2021 school year, USDE has announced that federal assessments will not be waived, and PDE 
published its response to that announcement on February 26, 2021. PDE indicated that schools will have flexibility as 
to when testing may occur, and schools could delay until as late as September of 2021. The District believes that 
testing high school students at the end of the school year, rather than over the summer or in the fall, provides our 
students with the best opportunity to be successful on their required exams. To that end, students who are 
currently enrolled in Keystone courses in the 2020-2021 school year will participate in end of course Keystone Exams 
in May of 2021, and additional information will be communicated by Ringgold High School in the coming weeks.  
 
Balancing the requirements of USDE and PDE against what our district believes to be in the best of students has 
been and continues to be very difficult. We appreciate the continued support and collaboration of students, 
families, and staff as we work together to move the District forward and serve the Ringgold community. Stay safe 
and healthy.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Shannon Crombie 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Innovation and Assessment 

 
 

~ Preparing students today for the challenges of tomorrow ~ 


